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BOOK REVIEWS
THE GENETIC MARKERS OF HUMAN IMMUNOGLOBULINS. By R. Grubb.
New York, Springer-Verlag Inc., 1971. xii, 152 pp. $11.60.
The Gm and In V allotypes of serum are inherited in Mendelian fashion
and their existence imposes important constraints on current theories of
immunoglobulin synthesis. The incidences of particular factors vary mark-
edly with different population groups, a fact of anthropological interest. In
medico-legal investigations allotypes can aid in cases of disputed parentage
(both paternal and maternal) and in identifying individuals' bloods. Anti-
bodies to the factors may be found in rheumatoid arthritis and after re-
peated transfusions and may sometimes be responsible for transfusion
reactions.
The author of this admirable monograph is a recognized authority, hav-
ing discovered the first Gm factor in 1956. In eight compact, well-docu-
mented chapters he has summarized in a clear and readable style our
current knowledge of the genetics of these factors, their evolution and
ontogeny, their relation to immunoglobulin structures, the characteristics
of anti-allotype antibodies, and the implications of these systems for a
variety of problems. In a number of cases conflicting data or claims are
subjected to critical scrutiny.
In addition to the general discussions the available data on 23 Gm fac-
tors and 3 In V factors are summarized in systematic fashion in a series
of appendices, tables and distribution maps. The work concludes with an
index and some 26 pages of references, cited by full title. The only typo-
graphic errors noted were a few misprints of simple English words.
This work is highly recommended as a refreshingly concise, authorita-
tive presentation of a field of considerable current interest to clinicians,
geneticists, biochemists, immunologists and anthropolgists.
HENRY P. TREFFERS
BIOLOGY AND WATER POLLUTION CONTROL. By Charles E. Warren. Phila-
delphia, W. B. Saunders Co., 1971. xvi, 434 pp. $11.00.
Biology and Water Pollution Control differs from most of the current new
releases dealing with environmental pollution. It seems to be two books
merged into one: a text dealing with biological systems and the population
of organisms, and a treatise of water pollution with particular emphasis on
the biological aspects. While this combination is useful to some students of
human ecology and environmental pollution, it also limits the use of the
book by others. Engineers and scientists with limited knowledge of biology
may find difficulty in reading and understanding the wealth of material that
is presented.
Mr. Warren has authored a very comprehensive book. He has examined
all aspects of aquatic biology with much introspection and care. With great
skill, he has mixed some of the practical aspects of water pollution control
such as water quality standards with the highly technical and specialized
information such as the morphological and physiological adaptions of
aquatic organisms to various environmental changes.
This book is not recommended for the casual students of environmental
biology. I don't believe that the author intended it to be used by these per-
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